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Objectives

• Establish an overview of subsurface data availability 

in Netherlands and neighboring countries

• Identifying best practices: improving data availability 

in the Netherlands

• Understanding INSPIRE (EU initiative)
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• Subsurface data (depth > 500m)

• Availability and quality

• Netherlands

• Belgium – Germany – Denmark – UK – Norway

• Benchmarking
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Why?

• Finding remaining HCs more difficult

• New challenge: CCS, Geothermal energy

→We need deeper understanding subsurface.

• Expensive to explore

• A lot of wells & seismic exists

→ Evaluation requires access to data, also internationally.
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Best practices and recommendations
General data table

→ data table allowing comparison

▪ 6 countries (+ regions)

▪ 15 geoportals (Incl. NLOG (NL) and BGR Geoviewer (DE))

▪ Borehole and seismic metadata

▪ Availability: yes / no 

▪ Cost: free / payment

▪ Quality of Access: poor / fair / good
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General data table

Scoring 
(ease/quality of access)

Countries
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Best practices: example Norway

→ Guidelines on how to make data available
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INSPIRE

INfrastructure for SPatial InfoRmation in Europe

• European directive 2007/2/EG

• Completion date: 2021

• All member states (28) + EFTA members + non member states

ICELAND 

NORWAY

SWITZERLAND

LIECHTENSTEIN

North Macedonia

Serbia

Turkey
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INSPIRE
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https://inspire.ec.europa.eu/Themes/Data-Specifications/2892

https://inspire.ec.europa.eu/Themes/Data-Specifications/2892
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INSPIRE: How compliant are we?

Current (2019) Expected (2021)

Netherlands

Belgium

Germany

Denmark

UK

Norway
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Conclusions

• Data access studied for BE, UK, DE, DK, NO;

• Data classification scheme developed;

• Data access table created allowing benchmarking and identifying “best 

practices”; 

• UK’s geoportal (NDR) is state-of-the-art (data richness & availability);

• Inspire: very good EU initiative (ambitious!), timetable is big challenge.
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