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Introduction
Å Recent UK gas discoveries were made in 

Lower Carboniferous reservoirs; most 
prominently: Breagh.

Å Is there potential for Lower Carboniferous 
fields in the Dutch offshore?
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Presentation outline:
Å Post-well analysis
Å Reservoir potential
Å Source& charge
Å Closures
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Take-home messages

ÅLower Carboniferous present in most of the Dutch northern 
offshore

ÅA mature source rock is expected to be present

ÅReservoir potential looks promising

ÅThe play is virtually untested

ÅSignificant closures exist at BPU level, also in open blocks
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Early Carboniferous& Devonian
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Å Significant extension 
on the S flank of the
ElbowSpit Platform

Å No or little offset at 
Base Permianlevel

Å Change in seismic
facies acrossfault; 
faultingaffects
deposition
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Lower Carboniferous north of Elbow Spit Platform
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30 m coal

A major Carboniferous/ Devonianlow is present north of the ElbowSpit Platform; in 
line with findingsby Milton-Worssellet al. (2010) for adjacentUK sector.
Lower Carboniferous deposits preserved!
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Structural framework
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Å A detailedstructuralframeworkwas constructed
for the NorthernDutch offshore.

Å More details availableon our poster, whichis on 
display today.
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Play elements Lower Carboniferous
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Å The Lower 
Carboniferous clastics
play is established in 
the SNS, with fields 
producing from 
Namurian reservoirs 
and the ViseanBreagh
field.


